
Members  of Annapolis  Royal  Town  Council ,

Th a n k  yo u  for  the  op p o r t u n i t y  to  ad d r e s s  yo u  thi s  mo r n i n g .

W e  ar e  he r e  tod a y  rep r e s e n t i n g  the  ma j o r i t y  of  bu s i n e s s  ow n e r s  an d  so m e  

res i d e n t s  to  ex p r e s s  an d  de m o n s t r a t e  to  yo u  ou r  co n c e r n s  wi t h  res p e c t  to  the  

pr o p o s e d  2009/20 1 0  bu d g e t ,  an d  mo s t  imp o r t a n t l y ,  the  pr o p o s e d  inc r e a s e  to  

co m m e r c i a l  pr o p e r t y  tax e s .  

La s t  ye a r  at  thi s  tim e ,  the  To w n  Co u n c i l ,  a  nu m b e r  of  me m b e r s  of  wh i c h  

co n t i n u e  to  se r v e  tod a y ,  he a r d  ve r y  cl e a r l y  fro m  the  bu s i n e s s  com m u n i t y  tha t  

ma n y  of  the m  co u l d  no t  be a r  fu r t h e r  inc r e a s e s  to  the i r  op e r a t i o n a l  ex p e n s e s  in  

lig h t  of  ec o n o m i c  co n d i t i o n s  an d  co n t i n u e d  de c l i n e  in  bu s i n e s s .  At  tha t  tim e  the  

Co u n c i l  he a r d  the  me s s a g e  an d  ret r e a t e d  fro m  its  pr o p o s e d  com m e r c i a l  

pr o p e r t y  tax  inc r e a s e .  In  the  pa s t  ye a r  the  si t u a t i o n  for  the  bu s i n e s s  com m u n i t y  

ha s  no t  imp r o v e d ,  an d  in  fac t  ha s  wo r s e n e d ,  du e  to  the  wo r l d w i d e  ec o n o m i c  

dow n t u r n .  At  the  sam e  tim e  the r e  ha s  no t  be e n  an y  sig n i f i c a n t  ec o n o m i c  

st i m u l u s  fro m  the  To w n  to  at t e m p t  to  co u n t e r  the  ef f e c t s  of  the  ec o n o m i c  

dow n t u r n ;  rat h e r  it  ap p e a r s  tha t  the  ex p e c t a t i o n  is  tha t  the  bu s i n e s s  com m u n i t y  

sh o u l d  gi v e  mo r e  in  or d e r  tha t  the  To w n  ca n  “sta y  the  co u r s e”.

It  is  cu s t o m a r y  in  the  bu s i n e s s  wo r l d  tha t  wh e n  tim e s  ge t  tou g h  yo u  ma k e  

sa c r i f i c e s  in  or d e r  to  su s t a i n  yo u r s e l f  for  the  fut u r e .  Af t e r  ha v i n g  rev i e w e d  the  

pr o p o s e d  bu d g e t  in  gr e a t  de t a i l  the r e  is  a  rea l  se n s e  am o n g  the  ma j o r i t y  of  

co m m e r c i a l  tax p a y e r s  tha t  the y  ar e  the  on l y  on e s  fac i n g  the  ne e d  to  ma k e  

sa c r i f i c e s  wh i l e  the r e  is  no  rea l  ev i d e n c e  of  an y  at t e m p t  by  To w n  Co u n c i l  an d  

the  Adm i n i s t r a t i o n  to  ma k e  me a n i n g f u l  cu t s  to  the  To w n ’ s  op e r a t i n g  co s t s .

Up o n  lea r n i n g  of  the  pr o p o s e d  inc r e a s e  to  com m e r c i a l  pr o p e r t y  tax e s ,  se v e r a l  

me m b e r s  of  the  bu s i n e s s  com m u n i t y  too k  it  up o n  the m s e l v e s  to  tho r o u g h l y  

rev i e w  the  pr o p o s e d  bu d g e t  to  try  to  un d e r s t a n d  an y  jus t i f i c a t i o n  for  the  

inc r e a s e .  A  nu m b e r  of  me e t i n g s  an d  di s c u s s i o n s  ha v e  tak e n  pl a c e  ov e r  the  pa s t  



we e k ,  ou t  of  wh i c h  a  do c u m e n t  wa s  de v e l o p e d  tha t  wi l l  al s o  be  pr e s e n t e d  to  

me m b e r s  of  Co u n c i l  tod a y .  

Th a t  do c u m e n t  ou t l i n e s  ma n y  of  the  qu e s t i o n s  tha t  ha v e  ar i s e n  thr o u g h  the  

dia l o g u e s  tha t  ha v e  tak e n  pl a c e .  In  ad d i t i o n ,  the  pa c k a g e  inc l u d e s  co p i e s  of  

co m m e n t s  rec e i v e d  fro m  bu s i n e s s  ow n e r s  wh o  we r e  no t  ab l e  to  at t e n d  

me e t i n g s  an d/or  be  he r e  tod a y ,  bu t  wh o  wa n t e d  the i r  tho u g h t s  to  be  sh a r e d  wi t h  

yo u.

It  is  the  co n s e n s u s  of  the  com m e r c i a l  ta x p a y e r ’ s  co a l i t i o n  tha t  an  inc r e a s e  in  

bu s i n e s s  tax,  in  the  co n t e x t  of  the  bu d g e t  as  it  is  cu r r e n t l y  pr o p o s e d ,  is  no t  an  

ac c e p t a b l e  op t i o n .  We  ar e  ca l l i n g  up o n  yo u  to  al t e r  the  bu d g e t  in  rec o g n i t i o n  of  

the  ec o n o m i c  di f f i c u l t i e s  fac i n g  ou r  loc a l  bu s i n e s s  com m u n i t y  an d  the  pr o v i n c e  

in  ge n e r a l .  Re d u c t i o n s  in  tot a l  sp e n d i n g  ca n  an d  wi l l  el i m i n a t e  the  pe r c e i v e d  

ne e d  to  inc r e a s e  bu s i n e s s  tax.  Wh i l e  en c o u r a g i n g  Co u n c i l  to  loo k  mo r e  clo s e l y  

at  op p o r t u n i t i e s  to  de c r e a s e  sp e n d i n g ,  ou r  gr o u p  al s o  fee l s  tha t  thi s  ca n n o t  

co m e  at  the  ex p e n s e  of  ma k i n g  me a n i n g f u l  inv e s t m e n t s  to  ma r k e t  ou r  

co m m u n i t y .  In  the  Ch a l l e n g e  Do c u m e n t  it  is  sp e c i f i e d  (and  ref l e c t e d  in  the  

pr o p o s e d  bu d g e t)  tha t  wh i l e  mo n i e s  ar e  be i n g  al l o c a t e d  for  the  co m i n g  ye a r  for  

ma r k e t i n g ,  the r e  ar e  ‘zer o’  do l l a r s  al l o c a t e d  in  su b s e q u e n t  ye a r s .  We  ca n  on l y  

su r m i s e  tha t  thi s  is  an  ov e r s i g h t ,  ot h e r w i s e ,  ho w  doe s  the  To w n  ex p e c t  to  at t r a c t  

mo r e  vis i t o r s ,  bu s i n e s s e s  an d  res i d e n t s?  

Ha v i n g  sa i d  thi s,  we  be l i e v e  the r e  ar e  ma n y  cr e a t i v e  so l u t i o n s  to  the  di l e m m a s  

fac e d  by  the  To w n ,  an d  the  bu s i n e s s  co m m u n i t y  be l i e v e s  tha t  we  ha v e  mu c h  to  

of f e r  in  the  wa y  of  ad v i c e  an d  ide a s  tha t  we  wo u l d  be  wi l l i n g  to  co n t r i b u t e ,  gi v e n  

the  inv i t a t i o n .  We  ar e  req u e s t i n g  tha t  yo u  pr o v i d e  us  the  op p o r t u n i t i e s  for  

me a n i n g f u l  di a l o g u e  be f o r e  fin a l i z i n g  the  bu d g e t .

Ag a i n ,  tha n k  yo u  for  yo u r  tim e ,  an d  we  loo k  for w a r d  to  he a r i n g  fro m  yo u.


